
  

Concordia neighborhood name change 
proposal

Presentation Objectives

● Review history of Concordia neighborhood name

● Examine history of Concordia University & Lutheran Church – 
Missouri Synod (LCMS)

● Discuss reasons name change is being proposed

●Identify how people and businesses may be impacted by a name 
change

● Talk about what work has been done to understand how a name 
change would occur

● Consider potential new names for neighborhood

● Assess level of interest in community for name change



  

Concordia neighborhood name brief history

● Named after Concordia 
University

● First official identification 
found in mid-1970s

● Former names of 
neighborhood include 
Irvington Park, town of 
Creighton, Heidelberg 
Addition, and Foxchase 
Addition

Decker, Doug. “What’s in this neighborhood’s name?” Concordia 
News, March, 2018. p. 11.



  

Concordia University brief history

Concordia University 

● 1905: Concordia Academy established to help educate pastors and parochial school teachers

● 1950: Junior college added

● 1962: Women accepted to Concordia High School

● 1977: Concordia separates from high school, becomes 4-year institution (Concordia College)

● 1995: Concordia College becomes Concordia University

● 1996-2010s: Concordia University expands its offerings, including education, business 
administration, nursing, and music

● 2020: Concordia University closes, due to decreased financial support from LCMS

“Concordia University (Oregon).” Wikipedia.org, 30 September 2020, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concordia_University_(Oregon). 27 October 2020. 

“Concordia’s History.” Concordia University, https://www.cu-portland.edu/about/history. 27 October 
2020. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concordia_University_(Oregon
https://www.cu-portland.edu/about/history


  

Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod     
brief history

●

LCMS

● 1847: Church founded in the U.S. by Saxon-German 
immigrants

● 1877: Black Ministry within the church established

● 1922: Concordia College Alabama opens in Selma, (closed 
Spring, 2018)

● 1947: Longer name shortened to Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod

● Over several decades, LCMS insisted on strict conformity to 
“pure doctrine” per The Bible and Lutheran confessions, 
resulting in multiple disagreements with other factions of 
Lutheran Church

● 2004: LCMS releases guidelines on women leadership within 
the church, permitting women to work in roles of “humanly-
established offices”, but may not lead congregations

● 2014: LCMS identified as the third-least racially diverse 
religious group in the United States (95% white)

● 2019: LCMS passes resolution reaffirming “the biblical truth 
that God created humanity as male and female” and 
commended people who “continue to live chaste and decent 
lives in repentant faith” in spite of “same-sex attraction and 
gender identity confusion.”

●

Sources

“History: Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod.” LCMS.org, 
https://www.lcms.org/about/lcms-history. 29 October, 2020. 

Lipka, Michael. “The most and least racially diverse U.S. religious 
groups.” pewresearch.org. 27 July 2015. 
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/07/27/the-most-and-least-r
acially-diverse-u-s-religious-groups/
. 29 October 2020.

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Brittanica. “Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod.” Brittanica.com. 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod. 29 
October 2020. 

Nafgzer, Samuel. “Introduction to the LCMS.” 1994.  Redeemer 
Lutheran Church. https://redeemersatx.com/history-of-the-lcms/. 29 
October 2020. 

“Concordia College Alabama is closed.” HBCU Connect. 
https://hbcuconnect.com/colleges/22/concordia-college-alabama. 29 
October 2020. 

“Black Ministry: Strong faith, fervent love: Revitalizing 
congregations.” Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. 
https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/black-ministry. 29 
October 2020. 

Chang, Pauline J. “LCMS Guidelines on Women Leadership 
Complete.” The Christian Post. 30 December 2004. 
https://www.christianpost.com/news/lcms-guidelines-on-women-leaders
hip-complete.html
. 29 October 2020. 

Gryboski, Michael. “Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod affirms 
traditional stance on LGBT issues, compassion for LGBT people.” The 
Christian Post. 26 July 2019. 
https://www.christianpost.com/news/lutheran-church-affirms-traditional
-stance-lgbt-issues-compassion-for-lgbt-people.html

. 29 October 2020. 

https://www.lcms.org/about/lcms-history
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/07/27/the-most-and-least-racially-diverse-u-s-religious-groups/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/07/27/the-most-and-least-racially-diverse-u-s-religious-groups/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod
https://redeemersatx.com/history-of-the-lcms/
https://hbcuconnect.com/colleges/22/concordia-college-alabama
https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/black-ministry
https://www.christianpost.com/news/lcms-guidelines-on-women-leadership-complete.html
https://www.christianpost.com/news/lcms-guidelines-on-women-leadership-complete.html
https://www.christianpost.com/news/lutheran-church-affirms-traditional-stance-lgbt-issues-compassion-for-lgbt-people.html
https://www.christianpost.com/news/lutheran-church-affirms-traditional-stance-lgbt-issues-compassion-for-lgbt-people.html


  

Reasons for proposed neighborhood name 
change

● Pivotal time in our world, nation, city, and neighborhood:

– Movement For Black Lives (M4BL) 

– Attacks and threats (online, verbal, physical) towards women

– Concordia University’s exit from the neighborhood

● Concordia University is not reflective of our neighborhood

● Opportunity to honor an individual who has or people who have 
lived in the neighborhood or contributed to the neighborhood 

● Names matter

Swaine, John & Adolphe, Juweek. “Violence in the name of Trump.” The Guardian. 28 August 2019, 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2019/aug/28/in-the-name-of-trump-supporters-attacks-database. 1 November 2020

Politico Magazine. “What Are the Biggest Problems Women Face Today?” Politico Magazine. 8 March 2019, 
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2019/03/08/women-biggest-problems-international-womens-day-225698. 1 November 2020. 

Moore, Dasia. “When Does Renaming a Building Make Sense?” The Nation. 17 February 2017, 
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/when-does-renaming-a-building-make-sense/. 1 November 2020. 

Renaerts, Emma. “The ‘Anguish’ of Naming (and Renaming) Vancouver’s Streets and Places.” The Tyee. 30 May 2019, 
https://thetyee.ca/News/2019/05/30/Renaming-Vancouver-Streets-Places/. 1 November 2020.

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2019/aug/28/in-the-name-of-trump-supporters-attacks-database
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2019/03/08/women-biggest-problems-international-womens-day-225698
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/when-does-renaming-a-building-make-sense/
https://thetyee.ca/News/2019/05/30/Renaming-Vancouver-Streets-Places/


  

Potential impacts of name change on 
people and local businesses

Potential positive impacts

● Honor a marginalized or under-
represented individual or group

● Increase community involvement

● Inspire and reflect inclusiveness

Area businesses with Concordia in 
name

● Concordia Ale House

● Concordia Chiropractic Center

Potential negative impacts

● Financial 

● Navigational

● Work

Businesses in area with names not 
reflective of their geography

● Concordia Chiropractic Center

● Laurelhurst Theater

● Mississippi Records



  

How to change a neighborhood name?

Timeline for resources investigated and 
work done

● 30 Jul: started an ongoing dialogue with 
Associate Director of Northeast Coalition 
of Neighborhoods

● 1 Aug: contacted Community and 
Neighborhood Involvement Center (CNIC) 
program coordinator

● 1 Aug: reached out to Doug Decker 
looking for help researching prominent 
Concordians

● 22 Aug: sent e-mail to King Neighborhood 
Association at-large board member

● 22 Aug: contacted Concordia 
Neighborhood Association (CNA) Chair, 
requesting to present at upcoming meeting

Continued…

● 3 Sep: sent an inquiry to Multnomah 
County Library for help with learning 
about resources and process 

● 3 Sep: contacted the creators of “Tales of 
Portland”

● 30 Oct: introduced to Cully Association of 
Neighbors Member at Large

● 31 Oct: contacted Office of Community & 
Civic Life



  

Suggestions for new name

● Name of a deceased woman, BIPOC, or LGBTQIA+ person who 
has lived in Concordia and made a substantial contribution to the 
larger community

● Name of a deceased woman, BIPOC, or LGBTQIA+ person who 
made a substantial contribution to the Concordia neighborhood

● A word or name meaning openness & acceptance

● A name honoring a Native American group or tribe with historical 
ties to our community

BIPOC: Black, Indigenous, and People of Color

LGBTQIA+: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer or Questioning, Intersex, Asexual, or 
individuals who do not identify with any of the aforementioned groups (such as pan-sexual or 
gender-fluid)

Dellner, Alexia. “What Does LGBTQIA+ Stand For?” MSN, 24 June 2020, 
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/what-does-lgbtqiaplus-stand-for/ar-BB15UUZb. 3 
November 2020. 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/what-does-lgbtqiaplus-stand-for/ar-BB15UUZb


  

Assessment

● Is there interest from the group in changing the name of the 
neighborhood? 

● If not, does there need to be more information made 
available before making a decision?

● If so, what are the next steps?

– Designate a group to learn more about the name changing 
process

– Identify suggestions for names

– Include input from former CNA members, current and 
former residents, local church congregations, business 
owners, employees, and students who have ties to 
Concordia
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